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Herança Boutique Hotel (Heritage) and Ouro do Mar Marisqueira 
(“Gold of the Sea” Seafood Restaurant) are the result of the 
adaptive reuse of Quinta do Relógio, a 1616 square meter (17,393 sq 
ft) historic royal estate located in Paço de Arcos, Portugal, just 16 
kilometers from Lisbon. The hotel and restaurant are conceptually 
rooted in the art of Portuguese filigree, Filigrana, and the 
symbolism of Gold of the Sea. 

This project aims to revive the beauty of 
a forgotten palace through hospitality 
design. The goal was to maintain the 
existing character of the palace while 
also incorporating contemporary 
elements for today’s travelers. The hotel 
and restaurant create a space designed 
for travelers seeking an intimate, 
authentic experience rooted in elements 
inspired by Portuguese heritage. 

The design prioritizes storytelling 
through spatial flow inspired 
by the movement of filigree, 

creating a refined guest 
experience rooted in history. 

Each focus space tells a story of 
heritage, intimacy, and luxury,  

blending styles of the past with 
styles of the present.  
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Filigrana inspires a sense of movement, intricate detail, and 
botanical and romantic motifs in the hotel, creating an airy and 
light coastal feel inspired by the estate’s location. 

Ouro do Mar inspires a contemporary contrast from the hotel. 
Winding forms, gilded elements, and a rich, sea-inspired palette 
create a relaxed, coastal atmosphere, celebrating the spirit of 
Portugal’s coastal identity. 
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Commissioned in 1860 by Viscount Bessone, the estate was 
designed by Italian architect Giuseppe Cinatti di Siena in a 

neoclassical style. Once a royal summer retreat, its legacy 
remains woven into the fabric of Paço de Arcos.
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